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Lotus Places 900th Resident

Lotus Campaign has reached another milestone: housing our 900th sponsored
resident since we opened our doors in 2018! In early October, a mother and her
two children, referred through InterAct of Wake County, moved into a Gingko
Residential property in Raleigh.

Mom offered this heartfelt testimonial. “I am beyond grateful to Lotus Campaign
for helping me find a home for my family. This home has truly been a dream
come true for me and my children. Seeing how happy my kids are here means
more to me than words can express. They have made so many friends and
created beautiful memories in a place they can feel happy and comfortable.
Thank you to everyone who made this possible and for bringing so much joy and
hope into our lives. Your kindness and support have made a lasting difference in
our family, and I will always be thankful.”

Our pace is accelerating, and we’re gaining momentum toward our goal
of housing 1,000 residents by the end of 2026. We couldn’t get there
without the continued generosity and commitment of our real estate partners,
social service agency partners, and philanthropic supporters. Everyone’s
contributions are helping more individuals and families access safe, stable
housing. Together, we’re building momentum and bringing us closer to our next
milestone: 1,000 residents housed.

She went to college to find a home

Alexa Sobers has quite a collegiate resume. She’s incredibly well educated for all
of the right reasons: she loves learning, is career-focused, and has the discipline
and curiosity of a life-long student. She also became a serial student for one
other major reason: to escape homelessness and have a place to live.

“My home was not a safe place for children. I was unhoused starting at age 18,”
shares Alexa. “I had to get really creative. One of the reasons I attended college
was to get housing. I first pursued a degree in Social Work, then a Bachelor's in
Information Psychology, and became an RA (residence assistant) to cut down on
the cost of housing.” She continued to educate herself, earning a certification in
Parent Education. Along the way, she met many other Black women who were
homeless and working the academic network, doing exceptional work while living
in their cars.

The physical toll of homelessness

Alexa’s struggles with homelessness took a toll on her physical health. “My home
and family weren't safe, so my health wasn’t taken care of.” Diagnosed with
keratoconus, a degenerative corneal disease that has no cure, Alexa eventually
went completely blind. “But I managed to eke out one more degree, an MA in
Library Information Sciences.” She also landed a job as a librarian, and worked in
parent education, before her eyesight left her completely and she could no
longer work.

Alexa relied on disability benefits for a time. When those benefits ran out, she
moved to Raleigh to stay with a friend. But when that arrangement fell through,
she found herself facing the loss of nearly everything, on top of her blindness.
“But I gained my personhood, which is worth everything.”

Lotus Campaign steps in

Alexa’s next stop was Healing Transitions, a Lotus Campaign social service
partner in Raleigh. “Because of my background in social work, I understood what
nonprofits and shelters were like, and I was able to work with the right people. I
am also well educated, well spoken, and easy to work with.” Shortly after she
arrived, her caseworker Allison told her about Lotus Campaign. “It’s so smart I
didn’t believe it was real. I thought, it makes so much sense, no one will believe
it.”

Once her application was accepted, things moved very quickly. In March 2026,
Alexa moved into her York Properties studio apartment, “with a balcony!” she
loves to point out. It is located in a vibrant, walkable college town with nearby
amenities, public transportation, and adequate and well-maintained sidewalks, a
critically important infrastructure for a blind person. The Raleigh nonprofit Green
Chair furnished her place.

Too good to be true

“I was so impressed with the reception I received. As a former social worker, I
was just so impressed.” She was also nervous that something would fall apart.
“It seemed too good to be true; I really didn’t believe it was going to happen.
When it all came together, I just sat in this empty apartment with my takeout
container, and thought, ‘I finally did this.’”

Now 34, Alexa says there’s so much more she wants to do. That includes earning
another degree. “I’m grateful for the housing, but also for the learning. I’ve
learned so much in my life, but also formulated so many questions. I want to go
back to school again, this time on my own terms for my own education.”

Ready to dream again

Regarding the Lotus Campaign model, Alexa raves, “It’s so smart. It’s so
brilliant. It’s simple, and it’s scalable. Imagine what Lotus could do in a city like
New York.” For someone who has spent years navigating one challenge after
another, the possibilities are enormous. With a safe, stable place to call home,
Alexa can finally look ahead, not just to her next degree, but to a future she
chooses for herself. And that’s the promise of Lotus: not simply providing
housing, but giving people the foundation to reclaim their lives and imagine what
comes next.

The Lotus Campaign team was thrilled to welcome Bank of America to Sharon
Crossing in Charlotte for a site visit showcasing our Landlord Participation
Program in action and highlighting the impact of Bank of America’s generous
$50,000 grant!

Sharon Crossing Property Manager Latise Howie, Lily Goldstein of participating
landlord partner LEO Impact Capital, and Bank of America’s Community Relations
Manager Keva Womble, joined us for the tour.

And there’s more happening at Sharon Crossing! LEO Impact Capital will host a
Fall Festival appreciation block party featuring Food Network Star Tristan Epps-
Long. This is a wonderful opportunity to celebrate community and connection.

These partnerships showcase the power of Lotus Campaign bringing together
unexpected allies - landlords, social service agencies, and funders - who invest in
our neighborhoods to create meaningful change.

With Giving Tuesday just around the corner, we want to give you a heads up
about the Greater Charlotte Apartment Association (GCAA) making Lotus
Campaign their cause of the day.

Giving Tuesday at GCAA is anything but ordinary. Here’s a sneak peek:

For six fast-paced, wildly unpredictable hours, the Charlotte multifamily
community comes together live on the Morning Perks Podcast to raise
money for a local charity.

And yes, things get a little chaotic.

Think pies to the face, outrageous food challenges, wild hair colors,
piercings, tattoos, surprise talents, and plenty of “how much would it take
for you to…” moments, all powered by donations and a community willing
to show up for something bigger than themselves.

Lotus is honored and excited to be this year’s “cause à la mode”! GCAA has set a
goal of raising $50,000 to support our work, and we can’t wait to see what this
community makes possible.

Stay tuned for more details on how to tune in and participate. If you’d like to
support GCAA’s Giving Tuesday campaign now, its GoFundMe page is live. You
can also support Lotus directly and explore the many ways to give as part of
your year-end giving!

Robert Davis wrote a wonderful in-depth article in his Substack Real
Estate 4 Good about Lotus Campaign and our sponsored residents in
Charlotte, Crystal and Brandon: ‘Dispelling myths through experience’
How one North Carolina nonprofit is helping bring the real estate
sector back to the table to solve homelessness.

It will come as no surprise that the cost of housing tops the list in this
October 21, 2026, New York Times article, Life Feeling Too Expensive?
It’s Not Just You.And It’s Not Just Inflation. Affordability is
expected to be a major issue for younger voters in the midterms.
Here’s a snapshot of some reasons people are feeling pinched.

Another New York Times article from October 12, 2026, We Know How to
Fix Homelessness. Look at Denver., shares best practices in cities that
are solving homelessness. We applaud Denver Mayor Mike Johnston’s can-
do attitude that we also subscribe to at Lotus Campaign, “Our fundamental
mantra when we started was our belief that all of our problems are solvable
and we’re the ones to solve them.”
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